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W E L C O M E  L E T T E R



Dear Delegates and Faculty Advisors, 

On behalf of the organizers, the Advisory Board, and the Executive Board of AUSMUN 2019, it is my 

greatest pleasure to welcome you to the 12th annual AUSMUN Conference. With over 900 delegates 

registered from more than 40 national and international educational institutions, this conference will be 

the biggest one yet! 

This year’s background guide was diligently written to provide delegates with enough guidance for 

their research. It will act as a great starting point for delegates to familiarize themselves with the 

topics of their respective committee. After a short letter that gives the chairs a chance to welcome 

their delegates, a summary, a brief history, a discourse on the issue, and the latest developments of 

the issue will be presented. In the summary, delegates will have their first quick briefing on the issue 

were concerns will be defined. Followed by that, the guide delves into the root causes of the issue 

by identifying its history. Then, a discourse section will look into the issue with further scrutiny by 

presenting both sides of the topic’s debate and examining some of its challenges and influences. Finally, 

it will aim to provide delegates with the latest activities in regards to the matter and any progressions 

in its respect. At the very end of the guide, delegates will find questions that will guide their thinking, 

some suggestions that will guide their research, and references that they can use for further relevant 

information. However, it is important to point out that depending solely on the guide will not be 

sufficient enough to prepare delegates for the conference. It is highly encouraged for delegates to look 

at the Delegate Handbook on the AUSMUN website and to view the “How to Research” video created 

by AUSMUN.

The theme of this year’s conference is youth empowerment. This is very important as we are the 

children of tomorrow. Even if delegates are not necessarily planning on pursuing an occupation in the 

field of law or politics, MUN is an enriching experience to all. MUN is supposed to teach more than just 

details on a certain crisis, it educates them to work harder, to think on their feet, to learn from others 

and from themselves, to fall and to fail, and to break free from their fears. It dares them to be without 

hesitation. It dares them to add to the world. To Speak. To act. To know. We all understand how difficult 

it is to be a delegate. It requires a suspicious load of work and consumes most of one’s energy. But we 

want delegates to give it their all and to get what they came here for. 

Finally, I would like to conclude this letter by extending my gratitude to everyone who has contributed 

to this background guide in any way or form. It is the collaborative work of the chairs, the AUSMUN 

Research Team, and the AUSMUN Media Team. On behalf of them all, we truly hope that you find this 

background guide of great help and use. 

All the best with the conference and if you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to 

contact me at research@ausmun.com.

Nada Nassereddin

Director of Research

AUSMUN 2019
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Dear Delegates,

It is with our utmost pleasure to welcome you to the United Nations Development Programme 

committee (UNDP) of the twelfth AUSMUN conference, one of the most prestigious MUN conferences 

in the region. We are eagerly awaiting our interaction, cooperation, and communication, during and prior 

to our committee’s debate. 

We have been committed to composing a meticulous and thorough background guide for your use. 

We sincerely hope it will help foster debate and enhance discussion within the UNDP committee. 

However, it is not sufficient to cover the required amount of information for the conference. Therefore, 

we highly encourage you to use the questions and the suggestions for further research presented in 

the background guide as they are there to help direct your research towards the points the moderators 

would like to see discussed in the conference. 

The UNDP is a subsidiary body of the United Nations Economic and Social Council. It was formed 

in 1965, and currently operates in 177 countries and is funded by voluntary contributions from the 

respective Member States. It focuses on crisis response, climate and disaster resilience, peacebuilding, 

gender equality and all other forms of sustainable development. It also emphasizes on implementing 

sustainable development in least developed countries.

The two topics for this year’s conference are in line with this committee’s objectives of providing 

sustainable development to the global community. They are topics that should not be taken lightly since 

both environmental and developmental issues are gaining major importance in both developed and 

developing nations. The topics are not confined to specific regions of the world, but rather, transcend 

the borders of the map and truly affect us all. With that being said, we hope that your research does 

not only build your argument as a representative of a Member State in the UNDP committee, but it also 

feeds your drive to better this world as a young and powerful individual. 

We look forward to meeting you and wish you the best of luck in the coming weeks. If you have any 

questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us at undpausmun2019@gmail.com.

Best Regards,

The UNDP Chair  



S U M M A R Y

Plastic is a versatile material that is known for its durability and wide availability. It is used in almost 

all types of packaging and those include containers, bottles, and drums, among other uses. However, 

despite that plastic is an essential resource, the plastic waste it emanates comes at a huge cost. Unlike 

any other type of waste, plastic once discarded, can take years or even decades to break down and 

dissolve. Drastic effects of plastic waste can be regularly seen such as the clogging of landfills and the 

exhaustion of waste processing facilities. Therefore, necessary measures must be taken to manage 

plastic waste and reduce it. 

H I S T O R Y

The use of a wide range of synthetic material that is widely recognized as modern plastics started to 

develop around 100 years ago. The first man-made plastic was created by Alexander Parkes at the 

1862 Great International Exhibition in London. The production and unregulated use of this efficiently 

cheap material led to the increasing number of toxic plastic both on land and on water. Since then, 

millions of plastic wastes are being discarded and left behind every year. The Environmental Protection 

Agency (2015) reported that plastic waste makes up 12% of the 254 million tons of waste produced 

in 2007. To put that into perspective, that is more than 30 million tons of plastic in one year. These 

statistics present us with huge environmental complications. On one hand, plastic is cheap, lightweight, 

and durable; it can be used in almost all industries and increases profits while maintaining quality. On 

the other hand, plastics pollute the environment, pose difficulties to recycling, and threaten the lives of 

marine mammals and seabirds. Many countries contribute heavily to this issue and therefore, it is the 

responsibility of all Member States to find possible solutions to manage the issue.

T O P I C  1

Sustainable Measures for Plastic Management in the Natural Environment



D I S C O U R S E  O N  T H E  I S S U E

Amongst the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, the two that are most relevant to plastic 

management are the achievement of sustainable cities and communities and the responsible production 

and consumption. The goal of sustainable cities and communities seeks a solution for urban and rural 

areas that lack organization and attention. The United Nations Human Settlement Programme (2015) 

mentioned that “in the coming decades, 95% of urban expansions will take place in the developing 

world”. This implies that sustainability is the best solution to improve the quality of living of ever-

growing societies. In terms of responsible production and consumption, it is necessary not only in terms 

of improving a country’s economy, but also in order to conserve both energy and resources. To relate 

the goals to plastic, it is important to responsibly produce and consume plastic, while maintaining the 

sustainability of the cities they are consumed and produced in. 

In low-income regions, domestic waste is often burnt for heating and cooking purposes, which exposes 

societies to prolonged toxic emissions that impose detrimental health complications. Illegal disposal 

practices of plastics often take the form of open burning, which accentuates the release of toxic gases 

that include furans and dioxins. Furthermore, the economic damage caused by plastic waste is vast. 

Studies suggest that the total economic damage to the world’s marine ecosystem caused by plastic 

amounts to at least $13 billion every year.

On a global level, estimates suggest that approximately 80 percent of ocean plastics come from land-

based sources and the remaining 20 percent come from marine sources. Of the 20 percent from marine 

sources, it estimated that around 10 percent arises from fishing fleets. This is supported by figures 

from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) which suggests abandoned, lost or discarded 

fishing gear contributes approximately 10 percent to total ocean plastics. Therefore, major plastic 

management strategies that include sustainable measures and measures for production of reusable 

plastic need to be implemented to tackle the issue.

P A S T  I O  A C T I O N S  A N D  T H E  L AT E S T  D E V E L O P M E N T S

Over the span of the last ten years, various global organizations have been tackling the issue of plastic 

pollution in our natural environment. For instance, Greenpeace is an environmental non-governmental 

organization (NGO) that initiated an international petition in order to urge governments to act 

accordingly towards single-use plastics (Greenpeace, 2018). Furthermore, the Plastic Pollution Coalition 

is a group of more than 700 organizations and businesses that work alongside each other to end plastic 

pollution (Plastic Pollution Coalition, 2018). 



However, since plastic pollution does not only affect lands but also oceans, organizations were created 

to specifically manage plastics in marine ecosystems. For example, the 5 Gyres Institute is a non-profit 

organization that was created to approach the issue by researching plastics that are found in the North 

and South Pacific, North and South Atlantic, and the Indian Ocean. Their most recent project is the 

Plastics BAN (Better Alternatives Now) List 2.0 which takes a closer look at the actual fate of plastic 

products that claim to be plan based (5 Gyres, 2018).

Moreover, the United Nations (UN) has addressed this issue a multiple of times. The UNEP passed a 

resolution that addresses marine litter and microplastics in Nairobi in 2017 (Finska, 2018). Also, the 

UN-Environment has initiated a campaign under the title of CleanSea, which advises governments to 

pass policies regarding plastic-reduction (United Nations Environment Programme, 2018). The UN’s 

most recent action taken was the Global Plastics Platform which was created by the UN-Environment 

on the 25th of September of this year (Leone, 2018).

In addition to that, the UN-Environment released its first “state of plastic” report on the 5th of 

June this year in honor of Worlds Environment Day. The report tracks the resolutions and actions 

the governments of various countries are taking towards plastic waste (United Nations, 2018). As 

delegates, it is important to develop previous UN actions on plastic management and create new ones.

Q U E S T I O N S  T H E  D I S C U S S I O N S  A N D  T H E  R E S O L U T I O N S 

S H O U L D  A D D R E S S

• What additional measures should be adopted to promote more sustainable measures for plastic 

management?

• How can we use relevant SDGs in providing a framework to encourage sustainable plastic 

management in civil societies, corporations, and government entities in developing nations? How 

can this limit illegal disposals of plastic such as burning?

• What alternative biodegradable materials should be introduced in the production of plastics and 

what unnecessary areas of plastic use should be replaced by these alternatives?

• Why do you think it is crucial to reduce plastic waste in water bodies? Propose strategies in 

reducing marine litter and microplastics that would limit the health risks for marine animals and 

plants?

S U G G E S T I O N S  F O R  F U R T H E R  R E S E A R C H :

• Plastic Recycling in City Infrastructure.

• Using Plastic to Construct Roads.

• Single-Use Plastics (I.E Food Cutlery Disposals)

• Marine Plastic Waste.

• Role of MNCs and Industry in Plastic Waste.
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S U M M A R Y

The seventeen Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a group of interdependent global goals set 

by the United Nations General Assembly in September 2015. The SDGs provide a basic framework 

of targets that countries should aim to achieve in order to establish a more stable, inclusive, and 

sustainable world and future. They also provide huge potential and hope for developing nations. The 

role of the UNDP is to provide support for governments and countries in successfully integrating the 

SDGs into their society and development plans by 2030.

H I S T O R Y

The SDGs build on the success of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The MDGs were a set of 

eight goals introduced in 2000 during the Millennium Summit, where they were intended to be achieved 

by 2015. The MDGs focused on a more limited range of goals than the SDGs, but they both had the 

common goals of meeting the needs of the world’s poorest social groups. These included eradicating 

poverty, combating various health risks such as HIV, and providing universal quality education (United 

Nations, 2015).

From 2012 to 2015, the UN organized a process called the Post-2015 Development Agenda in order 

to define the fate of a new development framework upon the end of the MDGs term. This process was 

similar to the Millennium Summit, but it aimed to create a more dynamic and universal framework, 

which was essential after the limitations of the MDGs created a problematic “donor-recipient” 

relationship between global partnerships involved. Therefore, the SDGs, officially established in January 

2016, focus on ensuring a global effort by all participating states and peoples and expanded its goals to 

17 broad and interdependent categories. Similar to the MDGs, it has a 15-year expiry date and seeks to 

achieve its targets by 2030 (United Nations, 2013).

T O P I C  2

Developing an Effective Framework to Ensure the Success of SDGS by 2030



D I S C O U R S E  O N  T H E  I S S U E

There are many elaborate and complex elements that are crucial in setting a detailed and precise 

framework. The SDGs are in every countries interest as the way the framework is structured allows it 

to be applied in various, creative ways. Therefore, all countries can “localize the goals” and contribute in 

achieving them. In 2015, countries adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and over 

the next fifteen years, with these new goals that universally apply to all, countries will mobilize efforts to 

end all forms of poverty, fight inequalities and tackle climate change, while ensuring that no one is left 

behind. This agenda is a plan in process for the betterment of humanity and the environment. It looks 

out for attaining universal peace and freedom from social and materialistic evils and recognizes that 

poverty in all aspects is the greatest global challenge and eradicating it is a requirement for sustainable 

development. Furthermore, it works effectively to ensure that the substantial threat of climate change 

and poverty do not impose the grave situation of destruction.

The birth of the SDGs in itself was an inbuilt response to the threats faced by the world. Furthermore, 

the success of these developmental goals is vital across different organizations and countries. Our 

world, even at this stage, is segregated into developed, developing, and underdeveloped countries. 

Subsequently, development for certain countries mean differently than for others. This is why specific 

measures in each scenario are very important. Moreover, proper governance and significant local 

mechanisms must be set in place to ensure equal distribution of man-made and natural resources 

that takes us a step closer to completely eradicating poverty and social justice. Furthermore, for the 

framework to be recognized down the timeline, it is essential that trends and practices of the current 

time period across the world are taken into consideration. The ‘real world’ at a lot of instances is missed 

by the plan that is initially laid down. Issues like public health, crimes, terrorism, and climate change have 

a great impact on how the goals will be implemented.

P A S T  I O  A C T I O N S  A N D  T H E  L AT E S T  D E V E L O P M E N T S

The UN has addressed this issue before multiple times despite the recent formation of the SDGs. The 

UNDP has worked alongside the United Nations Development Group (UNDG) and initiated a strategy 

under the acronym “MAPS”. The “Mainstreaming” element’s purpose is to generate awareness. The 

“Acceleration” element concentrates on aiding governments in accelerating their progress regarding the 

SDGs. The last element, “Policy Support”, provides regulated policy support in order for countries to 

contribute to meeting their SDG objectives (United Nations Development Group, 2015). 



In addition, The UN’s SDG Action Campaign was initiated in order to inspire and encourage people 

around the world to aid their countries to achieve the SDGs (Sustainable Development Programme 

Action Campaign, n.d.). Moreover, since the SDGs are set to be achieved by 2030, the UN is ameliorating 

initiatives in order to adjust the United Nations progress methodology to fulfil the 2030 agenda. This has 

been done due to the statistics that portray the fluctuation of the results.  

Other global organizations are also approaching this issue in order to ensure the success of the SDGs. 

These organizations include the 17 Goals and Practical. 17 Goals are an international partnership amongst 

organizations whose purpose is to enlighten and encourage individuals to spring into action towards 

SDGs (17 Goals, 2018). Practical Action is a global NGO targeted towards poor communities. With the 

use of technology, they are encouraging people in poor communities to build prowess and apprehension 

that can aid them in producing solutions required for them in order to enhance the quality of their lives 

(Practical Action, 2018). 

Q U E S T I O N S  T H E  D I S C U S S I O N S  A N D  R E S O L U T I O N S  S H O U L D 

A D D R E S S

• How successful have the SDGs been in achieving its targets since its inception?

• What limitations are there to the SDG framework and how does this create limitations to countries 

from achieve their goals?

• Which SDGs are lagging in terms of progression and achievement and why? How can these goals be 

efficiently implemented better?

• How can the SDGs be implemented in governmental sectors?

• How can the SDGs be utilized in facilitating and establishing movements in which the youth can 

contribute and become active global citizens?

S U G G E S T I O N S  F O R  F U R T H E R  R E S E A R C H

• Partnerships for the Goals: AIESEC and Other Organizations that use the SDGs in their Framework.

• Incorporating SDGs in MUN (i.e Global Goals MUN Malaysia).

• Transition from MDGs to SDGs.
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