


D I R E C T O R S ’ 

W E L C O M E  L E T T E R



Dear Delegates and Faculty Advisors, 

On behalf of the organizers, the Advisory Board, and the Executive Board of AUSMUN 2019, it is my 

greatest pleasure to welcome you to the 12th annual AUSMUN Conference. With over 900 delegates 

registered from more than 40 national and international educational institutions, this conference will be 

the biggest one yet! 

This year’s background guide was diligently written to provide delegates with enough guidance for 

their research. It will act as a great starting point for delegates to familiarize themselves with the 

topics of their respective committee. After a short letter that gives the chairs a chance to welcome 

their delegates, a summary, a brief history, a discourse on the issue, and the latest developments of 

the issue will be presented. In the summary, delegates will have their first quick briefing on the issue 

were concerns will be defined. Followed by that, the guide delves into the root causes of the issue 

by identifying its history. Then, a discourse section will look into the issue with further scrutiny by 

presenting both sides of the topic’s debate and examining some of its challenges and influences. Finally, 

it will aim to provide delegates with the latest activities in regards to the matter and any progressions 

in its respect. At the very end of the guide, delegates will find questions that will guide their thinking, 

some suggestions that will guide their research, and references that they can use for further relevant 

information. However, it is important to point out that depending solely on the guide will not be 

sufficient enough to prepare delegates for the conference. It is highly encouraged for delegates to look 

at the Delegate Handbook on the AUSMUN website and to view the “How to Research” video created 

by AUSMUN.

The theme of this year’s conference is youth empowerment. This is very important as we are the 

children of tomorrow. Even if delegates are not necessarily planning on pursuing an occupation in the 

field of law or politics, MUN is an enriching experience to all. MUN is supposed to teach more than just 

details on a certain crisis, it educates them to work harder, to think on their feet, to learn from others 

and from themselves, to fall and to fail, and to break free from their fears. It dares them to be without 

hesitation. It dares them to add to the world. To Speak. To act. To know. We all understand how difficult 

it is to be a delegate. It requires a suspicious load of work and consumes most of one’s energy. But we 

want delegates to give it their all and to get what they came here for. 

Finally, I would like to conclude this letter by extending my gratitude to everyone who has contributed 

to this background guide in any way or form. It is the collaborative work of the chairs, the AUSMUN 

Research Team, and the AUSMUN Media Team. On behalf of them all, we truly hope that you find this 

background guide of great help and use. 

All the best with the conference and if you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to 

contact me at research@ausmun.com.

Nada Nassereddin

Director of Research

AUSMUN 2019
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Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to AUSMUN 2019! We are pleased to welcome you to the United Nations International 

Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF). 

The UNICEF was created as a temporary emergency fund to assist and provide for the devastated 

children after the end of WWII. Due to its success and major accomplishments, it became a permanent 

agency within the United Nations (UN) by 1953. UNICEF aims to protect every child without any 

discrimination against gender, race, nationality, status, or religious belief. Furthermore, it aims to ensure 

that children are provided sufficient physical and mental health support and security, access to food, 

water, and education, social protection, and provide equal opportunities for girls and boys around the 

world.

The UNICEF is overseen by a 36-member Executive Board who establish policies, approve programs, 

and overlook the financial budget. Moreover, the committee is involved in 190 countries and territories. 

During sessions, all Member States must work together on passing resolutions that focus on providing 

the best for children around the world. In addition, these resolutions should be in line with the 17 UN 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), introduced in 2016, as they impact every aspect of a child’s 

wellbeing.

As the UNICEF Chairs, we wish to work with our delegates in formulating realistic and well thought out 

resolutions to tackle the issues at hand in a concise and impactful manner. If you have any questions, 

please feel free to contact us on ausmununicef2019@gmail.com. We look forward to meeting you and 

working with you and we wish you all the best in your preparations. 

Sincerely, 

The UNICEF Chairs



S U M M A R Y

In today’s rapidly changing world, education is more of a privilege than it is a right. This is especially true 

in the case of refugees. A refugee “is someone who has been forced to flee his or her country because 

of persecution, war or violence” (UNHCR, 2018). There are around 25.4 million refugees in the world 

who have fled their homes in search of a better life. Half of the world’s refugees are under the age of 

18, which are an individual’s crucial years of primary education. They are also the most important to a 

child’s mental and social development, especially since it helps determine potential and future interests. 

Furthermore, primary education enables children to gain basic literacy and numeracy skills, which is the 

most basic block in pursuing higher education. 

Most children fleeing their countries are at a vulnerable age of development, which is why providing 

them with basic education is necessary. Moreover, refugee children often lack access to basic education 

when they flee their countries to seek better lives (UNESCO, 2017). This is because most refugee 

camps do not have schools or other educational institutes for the youth, which leads to the conclusion 

that education is not vital. Since education is a crucial component of human growth, the right to its 

access must be established for refugee children. Their current state of living is beyond their control, 

but we can protect their right to education so that they can make better decisions for their future. 

Therefore, it is important to create resolutions that help establish equal educational opportunities for 

refugees to expand their educational horizons.

H I S T O R Y

Article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that “Everyone has the right to 

education. Education shall be free, at least in the elementary and fundamental stages”. Despite that the 

United Nations has placed education as one of the most fundamental human rights, for a long time, 

many of the youth amongst refugees failed to receive any form of education. That is primarily because 

access to even the most basic category of education is highly limited for refugee children. During the 

past decade, there have been many countries that were affected by this issue, both in terms of the 

countries housing the refugees and the countries which the refugees are from. 

T O P I C  1

Protecting the Right to Education for Refugee Children



That is because basic needs of refugees cannot be sustained sufficiently, and even if education is 

provided, the quality of education refugees received becomes the bigger issue. In 2016, the UNHCR 

reported that only 2.9 million out of the 6.4 million refugees of school-going age were enrolled in 

primary and secondary education. In comparison to historical times, the number of refugees attaining 

some sort of education has increased, however, even nowadays, not enough has been done to ensure 

that the basic human right of education is protected.

D I S C O U R S E  O N  T H E  I S S U E

According to the UNHCR, on the whole, developing nations accommodate 85% of the refugee 

population, 52% of which are children. Refugee youths have a higher likelihood of five times to be 

out school. In 2015, it was stated that 50% of elementary aged refugee children were denied of the 

privileges of being in primary school. Furthermore, only 23% continue onto secondary school, which 

includes the most important aspects of education for the youth. Consequently, half of the world’s 

refugee children do not go to school and also do not obtain any sort of educational studies that will 

benefit them in the future due to the lack of proper aid. 

The right of education to refugee children has not been given the correct amount of attention. The 

importance of refugee education has been pointed out by many, but has also been opposed by many 

as well. According to the UNESCO, education cultivates necessary social skills within an individual at a 

young age. It is the first step in preventing the cultivation of negative ideas such as racism, sexism, and 

other forms of discrimination. Therefore, if refugee children are not given necessary education, they will 

not be able to ever make progress from their current poverty-stricken states.

The nature of the refugee issue raises the question of the host country’s straining of resources, defining 

borders, and social acceptance of refugees. Even when education is granted to refugees, there are still 

many significant issues that must be considered: shortage of teachers, lack of teaching resources, and 

experience in dealing with trauma, which is an issue that many refugee children face.  Furthermore, the 

language barrier between refugee children and potential educators is a barrier that reduces a child’s 

drive to be educated. In addition to that, refugee education is rarely tracked through national monitoring 

systems, which means that their need to be educated is practically invisible (UNESCO, 2017). However, 

many UN-related and non-UN organizations have taken initiative to protect refugees and provide 

education for the children.



P A S T  I O  A C T I O N S  A N D  T H E  L AT E S T  D E V E L O P M E N T S

The United Nations has repeatedly tried to find an outcome that will impact the future arrangement of 

education to refugee children. The necessity has come to a dire need of educating refugee children so 

that they do not stay helpless in camps and settlements, but rather to go out into the world to do some 

form of good. The argument has been very divided with different opinions with ranging reasons as to why 

refugee children should be educated or not. 

The Global Partnership for Education is a global establishment that focuses on getting all children to 

receive quality education all the while prioritizing the poorest of countries that are afflicted with war 

and overall instability. Five of the least developed countries in the world are GPE partners including 

the Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Kenya, Pakistan, and Uganda. The GPE and UNHCR have 

endorsed a “memorandum of understanding” in 2016 to augment their partnership and make sure that all 

refugees receive a proper education. Furthermore, the World Bank Group, an old associate of the Global 

Partnership for Education, was founded in 2002 as the “Education for All Fast Track”. This cooperation 

was created to speed up the progress to achieve number two and three of the Millennium Goals set by 

the United Nations. The World Bank Group has given a method to improve the playing field to provide 

refugee children with proper education systems along with providing help to countries that have set 

up “sustainable early grade reading assessment” systems. Their aim is to target the poorest and most 

underprivileged children, ethnolinguistic minorities, children with disabilities, and children living in conflict-

stricken nations.

 



Q U E S T I O N S  T H E  D I S C U S S I O N S  A N D  T H E  R E S O L U T I O N S 

S H O U L D  A D D R E S S

• How should security be enhanced for refugees at country border patrols, and to what extent?

• How can the legal status of a refugee impact their access to education in their host country? 

• How will proper, quality based education be given to children refugees, and how will the UN decide 

the curriculum of education?

• What could the community of the host country offer in terms of refugee benefits, and could they 

be compensated by the UN for it? 

• How can the UN use monitoring and tracking systems to ensure that children in refugee camps are 

getting the necessary education? 

S U G G E S T I O N S  F O R  F U R T H E R  R E S E A R C H 

• Refugees and the Physical and Mental Effects of the Liminal Space Concept. 

• Access of Schooling for Refugee Children from Different Continents/Countries. 

• European Countries’ Budget Before and After Refugee Crisis. 

• Actions Taken by Non-Profit Organizational Support of Companies Willing to Help Refugees.

• All Forms of Ideal Locations and Funding’s that will be Needed to Assist and Further Educate 

Refugee Children.
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S U M M A R Y

More than 650 million women have currently married before the age of 18, a third of which are under 

15 years of age. Girls and boys are both at risk of being married before the legal age, with girls being 

more disproportionately affected (UNICEF, 2013). Child marriage is essentially any formal or informal 

union where one or both individuals are under the age of 18. Such form of marriage violates the 

children’s right to education, health, safety, and opportunity. Furthermore, it continues the cycle of 

poverty as many of those children, especially girls, are denied education and work. Those marriages are 

prevalent across the globe from Europe to South Asia and from the Middle East to Latin America. 

Due to child marriage, female married children are more exposed to early pregnancy and motherhood 

before they are even mentally mature and physically capable. They are also more susceptible to sexual 

violence and HIV infection from their partners, that are usually older by ten years or more. However, 

proponents of child marriage claim it to be of cultural and traditional purpose and do not see it as 

an act that violates the basic children rights. In our contemporary era, there is some progression and 

developments initiated by governments to reduce child marriages, but the reduction of child marriages 

is still minimal.

H I S T O R Y

Child marriage existed globally in the past due to the short nature of the average life expectancy rates 

at the time, which was around 50 years. Thus, early marriage was considered a reasonable solution 

to sustain the world population. However, by the 20th century, this practice was questioned and the 

legal marriage age increased to the age of 18 as it is the widely accepted age for legal adulthood. The 

root of this issue is gender inequality. Many communities and cultures withhold patriarchal values and 

hierarchy, which view females as inferior to males. These values believe that how a girl behaves, dresses, 

who to marry, how to spend her time is something that should be controlled. (Girls Not Brides, 2018). It 

is also important to note that boys are also exposed to child marriages, but not to the extent of female 

child marriages. Those are traditions and expectations that have been practiced for so long within 

communities and have proven difficult to challenge and change The nations with the highest rates of 

child marriages are Niger, Central African Republic, Chad, Bangladesh, and Mali. 

T O P I C  2

Addressing and Revising the Framework of Child Marriage in Developing 
Countries



This is mainly because those nations struggle with high rates of poverty, little to no education, and 

young girls in these nations are more likely to be targets of sexual violence and assault than in other 

nations. 

D I S C O U R S E  O N  T H E  I S S U E

Child marriages are a violation of human rights and children rights. Child brides and grooms are typically 

forced to marry without their consent and once married, are expected to take part in sexual activity that 

is usually non-consensual. The child is often isolated from the outside world and from friends and family 

and is expected to carry out domestic chores and have children before he or she is even fully physically 

or mentally developed. Furthermore, females in those marriages are not allowed to complete their 

education either because their families do not value education or they do not have access to it (UNICEF, 

2014). This creates a vicious cycle, where a mother who was forced into marriage as a child does not 

value or encourage education for her daughter either and would marry her off at the same age as she 

was. Moreover, young girls are wed of because female work at home is not seen as something of value 

and girls are perceived as a burden more than anything. Thus, marrying them would leave less mouths 

to feed (Girls Not Brides, 2018).

Parents justify child marriages to satisfy and prevent concerns brought about by patriarchal values. 

One belief is that child marriage is a way to protect their children from sexual violence. However, the 

results are counterproductive. There tends to be a large age gap between the child and the spouse, 

which increases the risk of the child being subject to sexual and physical abuse (UNICEF, 2014). 

Some also believe that early marriages will ensure that the daughter will not beome pregnant outside 

of marriage, which will avoid bringing dishonor to the household. In these marriages, the health of 

females is in danger, especially early pregnancy and complicated childbirth. Because the girl’s body is 

often still developing when she is pregnant, when giving birth, her body cannot handle the strain often 

and will more likely die (UNICEF, 2013). Another likely risk is that the newborn is too weak and dies 

or is a stillbirth. Therefore, it is evident that child marriage is one of the biggest obstacles in the way 

of reaching the SDGs, that include gender equality, good health and wellbeing, and quality education 

(United Nations, 2018).



P A S T  I O  A C T I O N S  A N D  T H E  L AT E S T  D E V E L O P M E N T S

The internationally community has widely taken a stance against child marriage. For instance, based 

on Article 16 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 

(CEDAW), it clearly states that betrothal or a marriage of a child cannot be recognized legally. Moreover, 

according to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, a marriage can only be performed with the full 

consent of both individuals involved. Thus, the marriage of individuals under the age of consent (child 

marriage) is considered a major violation of human rights (Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

2018). Furthermore, wellbeing and protection of children are at the heart of the UNICEF’s mission. In 

2016, the UNICEF, in collaboration with the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), set the goal of eliminating 

child marriages by 2030. (Girls Not Brides, 2018).  This is being done by working closely with the 

governments of countries with high child marriage rates and providing them with access to education 

and information about child marriage. 

In South Asia, the UNICEF had launched cartoon series named ‘Meena’ in 1993 (Meena and UNICEF, 

2018). This series aimed to communicate and spark discussion on several issues ranging from gender-

based discrimination to harmful cultural practices such as child marriage and abuse. These issues were 

communicated through the experience of a female child named ‘Meena’. Following the success of Meena, 

this series was later translated into multiple different South Asian languages. This series still remains 

applicable and the UNICEF continues to develop it. It launched the initiative of Meena Media Awards in 

2005 to encourage media content about children and in 2016 a mobile game known as ‘Meena Game’ 

was launched for children (Meena and UNICEF, 2018).

Since education plays a significant role in delaying the marriage of children, there are several other 

initiatives introduced by the UNICEF that indirectly address these issues. This includes the UN Girl 

Education initiative which is present in over 50 countries, which aims to give children better access to 

education (United Nations Girl Education Initiative, 2018). Despite all these initiatives in place, the 

current rate of child marriage will result in an estimated 150 million child brides by 2030 (Wylie, 2018). 



 Q U E S T I O N S  T H E  D I S C U S S I O N S  A N D  T H E  R E S O L U T I O N S 

S H O U L D  A D D R E S S

• What can international organizations and the Member States do to accelerate the goal of 

eliminating child marriage by 2030?

• What strategies can be employed to make sure that plans and actions proposed by the UN are 

accepted and practiced by the local communities? 

• Why are child marriages still acceptable in some communities? 

• What measures can be taken to protect the rights of children already married or married 

unofficially?

S U G G E S T I O N S  F O R  F U R T H E R  R E S E A R C H

• Age of Consent.

• Tipping Point Analysis.

• Consequences of Child Marriage. 

• Factors That Contribute to Child Marriage.

• NGO ‘Girls Not Brides’.
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