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Dear Delegates and Faculty Advisors, 

On behalf of the organizers, the Advisory Board, and the Executive Board of AUSMUN 2019, it is my 

greatest pleasure to welcome you to the 12th annual AUSMUN Conference. With over 900 delegates 

registered from more than 40 national and international educational institutions, this conference will be 

the biggest one yet! 

This year’s background guide was diligently written to provide delegates with enough guidance for 

their research. It will act as a great starting point for delegates to familiarize themselves with the 

topics of their respective committee. After a short letter that gives the chairs a chance to welcome 

their delegates, a summary, a brief history, a discourse on the issue, and the latest developments of 

the issue will be presented. In the summary, delegates will have their first quick briefing on the issue 

were concerns will be defined. Followed by that, the guide delves into the root causes of the issue 

by identifying its history. Then, a discourse section will look into the issue with further scrutiny by 

presenting both sides of the topic’s debate and examining some of its challenges and influences. Finally, 

it will aim to provide delegates with the latest activities in regards to the matter and any progressions 

in its respect. At the very end of the guide, delegates will find questions that will guide their thinking, 

some suggestions that will guide their research, and references that they can use for further relevant 

information. However, it is important to point out that depending solely on the guide will not be 

sufficient enough to prepare delegates for the conference. It is highly encouraged for delegates to look 

at the Delegate Handbook on the AUSMUN website and to view the “How to Research” video created 

by AUSMUN.

The theme of this year’s conference is youth empowerment. This is very important as we are the 

children of tomorrow. Even if delegates are not necessarily planning on pursuing an occupation in the 

field of law or politics, MUN is an enriching experience to all. MUN is supposed to teach more than just 

details on a certain crisis, it educates them to work harder, to think on their feet, to learn from others 

and from themselves, to fall and to fail, and to break free from their fears. It dares them to be without 

hesitation. It dares them to add to the world. To Speak. To act. To know. We all understand how difficult 

it is to be a delegate. It requires a suspicious load of work and consumes most of one’s energy. But we 

want delegates to give it their all and to get what they came here for. 

Finally, I would like to conclude this letter by extending my gratitude to everyone who has contributed 

to this background guide in any way or form. It is the collaborative work of the chairs, the AUSMUN 

Research Team, and the AUSMUN Media Team. On behalf of them all, we truly hope that you find this 

background guide of great help and use. 

All the best with the conference and if you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to 

contact me at research@ausmun.com.

Nada Nassereddin

Director of Research

AUSMUN 2019   
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Dear Delegates,

It is our honor to welcome you to the United Nation Environmental Assembly (UNEA) committee at 

AUSMUN 2019. During the conference, you will be discussing and debating two very essential topics 

that have been prioritized to this committee. You will also be cooperating with your fellow delegates to 

approach sufficient and practical solutions that will resolve the issues introduced and addressed in this 

committee.

The UNEA is a United Nations body founded in June 2012 that focuses mainly on bringing 

environmental issues under the spot-light and works on creating respective feasible solutions. The main 

focus of the UNEA is to tackle environmental problems because environmental related matters affect 

and threaten the existence of the human-race generally. Furthermore, the UNEA focuses on actions 

happening in all countries that might impact the environment. Such actions include, but are not limited 

to, activities which result in excessive and different types of pollution, every-day activities of people in 

certain countries that could also affect the environment, and several climate issues such as pollution 

and putting the existence of other species under threat. 

The structure of the UNEA is similar to the general structure of the UN. The voting procedure in the 

UNEA is dependent upon the number of delegates present each session, where each delegate has 

one vote. Voting procedures are extremely important since they entertain the committee with various 

motions and they aid in choosing a suitable resolution that would contribute to solving the issue. The 

simple majority is half the number of delegates plus one delegate. Furthermore, there is no veto power 

in the UNEA and the committee proceeds by taking the votes of all present Member States.

We encourage you to research deeply about both topics and to be prepared to debate both equally 

without favoring any topic over the other. Please feel free to email us regarding any issues relevant to 

the committee.  We are looking forward to meeting all of you and we hope you will enjoy the conference.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us at Ausmun.unea@gmail.

com.

Warmest Regards,

The UNEA Chairs



S U M M A R Y

Due to its urgency and importance, climate change has always been an essential focus of the 

international community. It has generally become a huge threat to the human-race and for decades, it 

had been overlooked and not taken properly into account. The Paris Climate Change Conference (COP 

21), which took place in December 2015, and was attended by 195 countries, concluded with a global 

agreement regarding climate change (European Commission, n.d). The goal set by this agreement 

that became the general conclusion of the conference is to limit global warming to become below two 

degrees Celsius. Nevertheless, the agreement faced several obstacles early after it was agreed on, which 

paused any actions that were in the agreement to happen due to several factors such as political and 

economic justifications that were later on addressed by several governments. The president of the 

United States (US), Donald Trump withdrew completely from the Paris agreement, without having any 

claims to support Trump’s decision (Climate Analytics, 2017). The United States, being the world’s 

leading economy and considered to be a mega-manufacturing country, withdrawing from an agreement 

that is purposed to maintain environmental security draws several question marks on whether the 

agreement will be feasible and would have a proper impact on the climate if it was put into action..

H I S T O R Y

While climate change has been a persisting issue for decades, it is not until recently that it received 

great attention from the international community. The Paris Agreement is the most recent agreement 

that addressed climate change on a global and a wide scope. However, the Paris Agreement faced 

plenty of challenges that opposed it from being implemented sufficiently. The history of the challenges 

that opposed the climate change agreement, started when the United States did not even sign the 

agreement, and later on escalated to get to the point at which the United States withdrew completely 

from the agreement. The withdrawal of the United States had a huge drawback on the actions that 

were planned to be acted by according to the agreement. The United States is one of the world’s 

leading manufacturing countries where it has plenty of manufacturing processes within its borders 

and in foreign countries where American companies manufacture. Trump gave hopes that the United 
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Challenges of the Paris Climate Agreement to Contain Climate Change



P A S T  I O  A C T I O N S  A N D  T H E  L AT E S T  D E V E L O P M E N T S

Among the first efforts in tackling climate change was the establishment of the Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in 1988 (UN Environment, 2018a). In 1992, the UNEP 

adopted the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in a serious step 

to address the issue (UNFCCC, 2018a). The Kyoto Protocol, related to the UNFCCC, has targeted the 

States might re-enter the agreement again in early 2018, but up till now the US remains outside 

the agreement (Ruddick, 2018). The agreement remaining not very affective up till today, draws a 

significant concern to the UNEA, due to its essentiality and importance for global environmental 

security. The UNEA is looking forward to seeing improvements with regards to the actions in the Paris 

Climate Change Agreement. 

D I S C O U R S E  O N  T H E  I S S U E

Climate change is an essential issue due to the fact that it draws a huge threat towards the 

sustainability of the Earth. The effects of climate change are going towards making several parts 

of Earth inhabitable. With that being said, the significance of the Paris Agreement is that it aims 

towards making Earth restore its climate security and making Earth an environmentally secured planet 

for humans to live on. Moreover, the main goal of the agreement is to limit global warming and to 

decrease global warming to less than two degrees Celsius. This would gradually lead to the restoration 

of the Ozone layer which has been expanding in significant measures. Furthermore, the increasing 

temperatures are leading to several environmental issues that are impacting humans. 

This issue violates an important human right, which is the right to have a safe environment to live in. 

Given that human activities remain to be the main cause behind climate change, governments must 

take immediate actions to limit and eradicate global warming. By far, and since the agreement has been 

signed, environmental studies have shown no sign(s) of improvement. As a matter of fact, the emissions 

are still growing, which is making the margin of two degrees Celsius of global warming unfeasible 

(Plumer, Popvich, 2017). With that being stated, the Paris Agreement is gradually going to become an 

ineffective solution towards the issue of climate change.

Furthermore, this topic has seen temporary international attention, regardless of how critical and 

essential it is, and later on it has been overlooked, due to other international conflicts. The role of the 

UNEA is to reemphasize the importance of this issue and restructure an action plan that would fulfill 

the noble cause of the Paris Agreement.           



 Q U E S T I O N S  T H E  D I S C U S S I O N S  A N D  T H E  R E S O L U T I O N S 

S H O U L D  A D D R E S S 

• How does the withdrawal attempt of the US from the Paris Agreement impact the international 

efforts in containing climate change? How to resolve any deteriorating consequences?

• What measures/mechanisms to be adopted by the UN bodies and/or policymakers to ensure the 

implementation of the Agreement by the signed countries?

• How to ensure the transparency in conveying the data and statistics from the participating 

countries and monitor the actions taken to fulfill the Nationally Determined Contributions?

• How effective is the Paris Agreement in balancing the actions to be taken between the developed 

and developing countries towards combating climate change?

reduction of six Greenhouse Gases (GHGs) in 1997 (UNFCCC, 2018b). The commitment period of 

the Protocol began in 2008 and ended in 2012. The Doha Amendment (2012) to the Kyoto Protocol 

extended it to a second commitment period lasting from 2013 till 2020. The Kyoto Protocol was not 

recognized by the United States, since the US’s congress believed that the Kyoto Protocol would restrict 

them to commitments to limit greenhouses. The Kyoto Protocol later on started losing its effectiveness 

completely, even theoretically. 

Another separate initiative, the 2015 UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties in Paris (COP 

21), has adopted the Paris Agreement to contain climate change (Adoption of the Paris Agreement, 

2015). The signing of the Agreement took place in New York on the 22nd April of 2016 and it entered 

into force on November 4th of 2016. Critics to the agreement claim that its absence of a binding 

enforcement mechanism makes it only promises (Harvey, 2018). Furthermore, the withdrawal of the 

United States from the Paris Agreement poses big challenges and negative impacts on the global 

climate governance (Zhang et al., 2017). 

Similarly, the Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol, which was ratified on 17th November of 

2017, assists in meeting the goals of the Paris Agreement (UN Environment, 2018b). The proposed 

phase-down of the hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) has a direct positive impact in combating global 

warming and climate change. 

All actions taken by the UN bodies are contributing to meet the Sustainable Development Goals. 

However, the international community did not, up till today, agree on a feasible solution that would be 

both effective and convenient to all states. With this being said, the objective of this committee is to 

get to an agreement that would be feasible to all parties.   



S U G G E S T I O N S  F O R  F U R T H E R  R E S E A R C H

• The Role of your Country in the Implementation of the Paris Agreement.  

• The Importance of Implementing a Firm Solution for Climate Change. 

• The Reasons behind the Failure of the Kyoto Protocol.

• Public Awareness on Climate Change and how your Country Addressed the Agreement Publicly. 
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S U M M A R Y

Every year, millions of animals are used for experimentation and testing around the world in order to 

develop new theories or new discoveries. “We inoculate them with viruses, alter their DNA, impregnate 

them and kill the pregnant mothers so we can study their fetuses, we submit them to starvation or 

electric shocks to test their resistance” (Oppose B&K Universal). Some animal advocates argue that 

there is no guarantee that the scientific test results will be truly accurate or reliable when information is 

gathered from an animal that has been abused, neglected, or mistreated (Galances, 2010). In addition, 

the stress of laboratory care and handling can greatly impair the health of said animals and ultimately 

skew or negatively affect the outcome of scientific testing. Several scientists, researchers, and policy-

makers justify their exploration from animal studies by stating that it is the only source that is available 

to obtain information from and there is no other alternative. Supporters of animal testing contend that 

the alternatives do not offer the best results and that it is a long-standing “tradition” that is superior to 

other methods. In addition, they support their stance by stressing on the importance of public health 

and welfare and how these are dependent on animal testing. Furthermore, it is important to consider 

how if animal testing was abolished, whether it would lead to a rise in the sales of unsafe and hazardous 

products. Consequently, since animal testing is a controversial topic that is often heavily debated upon, 

it is important for the UNEA to set a framework for the legality of animal testing.

H I S T O R Y

Description of animals being used for dissection have been found in Ancient Greek writings from 

as early as circa 500 BC. However, it has been only 71 years since animals testing laws were first 

introduced. Objection against animal testing began in the 19th century due to the increased adoption 

of domestic pets, which led to an anti-vivisection movement. This trend culminated in the founding 

of the Society for the Protection of Animals Liable to Vivisection in 1875, followed by the formation 

of similar groups. Furthermore, the National Research Council of the National Academy of Sciences 

recommended the use of in vitro methods using human cells in order to prevent the use of animal 

testing. In contemporary times, the European Union along with Norway, Israel, and India are known to 

have banned the use of animal testing, but especially on cosmetic products. Animal testing has been 
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Animal Testing



D I S C O U R S E  O N  T H E  I S S U E

The legality of animal testing is a significant topic of concern as there are no international restrictions 

on it that limit countries whatsoever on all fronts. This lack of global harmonization has caused 

countries to do as they please. Animal research is controversial in some countries, depending on their 

traditions and religious beliefs. For instance, developing countries do not have the same resources as 

other developed countries and could have more pressing concerns to address first in their respective 

countries (Asebe et al., 2018). 

Generally, international discourse between governing bodies is present in the failure to adopt a treaty 

or a declaration. This important topic is not being given its fair share of discussion as it does not have 

imminent positive or negative impacts on other countries and is more involved for the betterment of 

a country itself. However, it is extremely important to ensure the welfare of animals worldwide and the 

betterment of our planet. Each year, around 115 million animals are used in experiments and millions of 

them are sacrificed in the name of progress (Cruelty Free International, 2018). Animals are being used 

for the development of drugs, vaccines, and medications to ensure human protection from any possible 

toxicities. The rights of these animals, have not yet been properly addressed and until today, animals do 

not have the right to their safety, to their own shelter, and they have not all been given the right to live 

(“Testing times,” 2006). Unfortunately, due to the economic and social factors such as health protection 

and economic benefits, so far, there does not seem to be any restrictions being implemented globally in 

favor of animal rights. Many activists have tried to make significant changes and succeeded on a small 

scale. Thus, countries are slowly making changes that favor animal rights.

In addition, an important point to consider is whether the legality of animal testing is a first-world 

problem. Countries that suffer from wars, famine, corrupt practices, terrorist groups etc, may have more 

pressing concerns to ensure the basic needs of humans before monitoring the use of animals. However, 

even developed countries have potential gaps in their restrictions regarding the legality of animal testing 

and despite laws and bans being passed, animal testing is still prevalent in many places without the 

essential supervision to meet the required restrictions (Vasbinder & Locke, 2017). All in all, there is 

much to do by the global community in regards to this major issue. Regardless of social or economic 

factors or the lack of resources, countries must find a solution for the sake of lives of millions of animals 

abused and mistreated every day.

debated for many years, but some laws have been placed by countries in order to keep animal testing at 

a controlled level.



P A S T  I O  A C T I O N S  A N D  T H E  L AT E S T  D E V E L O P M E N T S

On January 25th of 1924, an international agreement signed by 28 countries was created for the 

establishment of an intergovernmental organization called the World Organization for Animal Health 

(OIE) (OIE, 2018). However, OIE does not fall under the United Nations and until today, there has been 

no adoption of a UN declaration concerning animal welfare (United Nations, n.d.). It can be dismaying 

to note that until today, there is nonexistent global legislation for animal welfare. For 18 years, 

organizations for the protection of animals worldwide have been trying to persuade the United Nations 

to adopt the UN Declaration on Animal Welfare (UDAW), which was initially launched by the World 

Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA) in 2000.The proposed declaration has been supported 

by 44 nations and has collected online signatures of more than two million people (UDAW, 2018). If 

this declaration were to be adopted by the UN General Assembly, animal welfare legislation would be 

established and discussed globally on the political agenda. Some individual countries and continents, 

however, have adopted their own legislation and laws concerning animal testing. For instance, in the 

European Union, based on Title II of Article 13 of the Treaty of the Functioning of the European 

Union (TFEU), it is implied that by implementing the Union’s policies, the Member States “shall, since 

animals are sentient beings, pay full regard to the welfare requirements of animals, while respecting the 

legislative or administrative provisions and customs of the Member States” (DRZE, 2018). 

This committee has been established in hopes of finding a solution to the global lack of animal rights, 

the dilemma surrounding the superiority of humans over animals, and all the complications surrounding 

the issue of animal testing. 

 Q U E S T I O N S  T H E  D I S C U S S I O N S  A N D  T H E  R E S O L U T I O N S 

S H O U L D  A D D R E S S

• Is the adoption of a UN Declaration on animal welfare essential to the legality of animal testing?

• Should the legality of animal testing be a global concern for all countries?

• What countries have taken stringent actions against animal testing?

• How should countries implement the regulations and make them more severe?

• Is the international community making significant progress through animal testing?

S U G G E S T I O N S  F O R  F U R T H E R  R E S E A R C H

• Discussion of Animal Testing in Commercial Products.

• Use of Animals in Toxicology Testing.

• Individual Countries Laws and any Restrictions on The Matter.



• International Treaty for Animal Welfare.

• Ethics of Animal Experimentation.
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