


D I R E C T O R S ’ 
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Dear Delegates and Faculty Advisors, 

On behalf of the organizers, the Advisory Board, and the Executive Board of AUSMUN 2019, it is my 

greatest pleasure to welcome you to the 12th annual AUSMUN Conference. With over 900 delegates 

registered from more than 40 national and international educational institutions, this conference will be 

the biggest one yet! 

This year’s background guide was diligently written to provide delegates with enough guidance for 

their research. It will act as a great starting point for delegates to familiarize themselves with the 

topics of their respective committee. After a short letter that gives the chairs a chance to welcome 

their delegates, a summary, a brief history, a discourse on the issue, and the latest developments of 

the issue will be presented. In the summary, delegates will have their first quick briefing on the issue 

were concerns will be defined. Followed by that, the guide delves into the root causes of the issue 

by identifying its history. Then, a discourse section will look into the issue with further scrutiny by 

presenting both sides of the topic’s debate and examining some of its challenges and influences. Finally, 

it will aim to provide delegates with the latest activities in regards to the matter and any progressions 

in its respect. At the very end of the guide, delegates will find questions that will guide their thinking, 

some suggestions that will guide their research, and references that they can use for further relevant 

information. However, it is important to point out that depending solely on the guide will not be 

sufficient enough to prepare delegates for the conference. It is highly encouraged for delegates to look 

at the Delegate Handbook on the AUSMUN website and to view the “How to Research” video created 

by AUSMUN.

The theme of this year’s conference is youth empowerment. This is very important as we are the 

children of tomorrow. Even if delegates are not necessarily planning on pursuing an occupation in the 

field of law or politics, MUN is an enriching experience to all. MUN is supposed to teach more than just 

details on a certain crisis, it educates them to work harder, to think on their feet, to learn from others 

and from themselves, to fall and to fail, and to break free from their fears. It dares them to be without 

hesitation. It dares them to add to the world. To Speak. To act. To know. We all understand how difficult 

it is to be a delegate. It requires a suspicious load of work and consumes most of one’s energy. But we 

want delegates to give it their all and to get what they came here for. 

Finally, I would like to conclude this letter by extending my gratitude to everyone who has contributed 

to this background guide in any way or form. It is the collaborative work of the chairs, the AUSMUN 

Research Team, and the AUSMUN Media Team. On behalf of them all, we truly hope that you find this 

background guide of great help and use. 

All the best with the conference and if you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to 

contact me at research@ausmun.com.

Nada Nassereddin

Director of Research

AUSMUN 2019   
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Dear Delegates,

It is our pride and pleasure to warmly welcome you to the 2019 American University of Sharjah Model 

United Nations, and to the committee of the United Nations Office of Drugs and Crimes (UNODC). 

Model United Nations is an opportunity for students to role-play as delegates of the United Nations 

(UN) and to simulate UN committees. We hope this year’s conference will enhance your knowledge and 

experience regarding the UN as well as increase your diplomacy and negotiation skills.

AUSMUN not only allows one to have international and multicultural exposure, but it also allows 

and forces one to think and learn through completely new lenses. This is an unparalleled chance that 

guarantees an enhancement in public speaking skills and confidence, but most importantly, it brings 

awareness to the worldwide issues that must be resolved, making one more conscious of the terrors our 

world fights today, fought yesterday, and will fight tomorrow.

The United Nations Office of Drugs and Crimes aims to assist the United Nations in enhancing a 

coordinated and comprehensive response to address the interrelated issues of the illicit market of drugs, 

crime prevention and criminal justice, international terrorism, as well as political fraud. The committee 

aims to better aid the governments to handle long term drug, crime, terrorism, and corruption related 

issues.  In addition, it aims to increase awareness concerning these matters in public opinion, globally, 

nationally and at the community level.

We wish you all the best for your research and we look forward to a fruitful conference with you all. For 

any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact ibrahimzahidansari@gmail.com.

Sincerely, 

The UNODC Chairs.



S U M M A R Y

“False imprisonment occurs when a person (who does not have legal authority or justification) 

intentionally restrains another person’s ability to move freely” (FindLaw, 2017). The main issue with 

false imprisonment is that it takes one’s liberty for a crime that he or she did not commit. Whether 

it is by the prisoner’s will or not, it puts the wrong person behind bars, and hence, it creates room 

for injustice and corruption. Therefore, it is critical to discuss and try to minimize the effects of such 

a phenomenon. There are terms that are usually associated with false imprisonment that include 

“incarceration”, which means imprisonment.  Another term is “snitch testimony”, which refers to a lie 

that is supported with false evidence to frame individuals of a crime that they did not commit.

H I S T O R Y

False imprisonment is a prominent judicial issue that is faced in several places around the world. In the 

past, several causes have been identified which led to false imprisonment. These include factors such as 

the a of witnesses, false testimonies, police and prosecution misconduct, and under-developed forensic 

science. Hastiness in decision making and the presence of false information have also played a major 

role in the detention of wrong people in the past. However, with advances in technology and stronger 

judicial verification systems, the number of false imprisonments is falling and overturned convictions is a 

daily practice in the courtroom. But despite the improvements in the judicial system and its procedures, 

a lot of false imprisonments still occur on a regular basis around the world. In a world with modern 

practices and advanced judicial knowledge, this should not be an occurrence, which is why the UN and 

other concerned judicial bodies have placed much importance on this subject.

D I S C O U R S E  O N  T H E  I S S U E

False imprisonment results in people losing their liberty for no legitimate reason, which goes against 

the human right of freedom.  The world prison population rate in 2016 was estimated to be 144 per 

100,000, where there were around 10.35 million imprisoned people throughout the world, excluding 

Eritrea, Somalia, and North Korea; the number includes “pre-trial detainees’/remand prisoners or 

prisoners who have been convicted and sentenced (Walmsley, 2017).

T O P I C  1

False Imprisonment



 Although the rates of false imprisonment are dropping because of the advancement of technology, 

there are still people who are affected by this issue.  False imprisonment is not always caused by 

framing someone to a crime; threatened and confused defendants sometimes falsely confess or plead 

guilty to lessen the discomfort accompanying their situation (Innocence Project, 2018). Furthermore, 

prejudice based on race and ethnic minorities are a big issue when it comes to false imprisonment 

(Innocence Project, 2018). Despite statistics available which display the equality of the distribution 

in the commitment of crime by different ethnicities, the Bureau of Justice statistics does display that 

minorities are more readily and frequently arrested for crimes, notably for crimes such as drugs and 

weapon possession, public nuisances, and speeding (Innocence Project, 2018). These facts add weight 

to the issue as they highlight that the problem of false imprisonment is not only a judicial issue, but it 

also has an element of discrimination added to it.

P A S T  I O  A C T I O N S  A N D  T H E  L AT E S T  D E V E L O P M E N T S

To avoid the legal responsibility of false imprisonments, states have now developed laws and procedures 

that must be verified prior to the imprisonment of an individual. The courts have specified the 

conditions under which an imprisonment is considered a false imprisonment, which include detention 

without consent and detention without the authority of the law (Barone, 2018). It has also been 

established that with false imprisonment, the defendant is liable to make claims with regards to mental 

suffering and mortification of dignity and physical suffering, if such has been imposed. Currently, most 

defendants are compensated for their suffering by courts, provided that evidence is available to prove 

that they were indeed falsely imprisoned (Stimmel, n.d.). With regards to the United Nations, there is 

yet an organization that directly deals with false imprisonment. 

 Q U E S T I O N S  T H E  D I S C U S S I O N S  A N D  T H E  R E S O L U T I O N S 

S H O U L D  A D D R E S S

• How can false imprisonment be controlled if it is done willingly by the defendant?

• What technological advancements are expected to reduce false imprisonment?

• What actions can be taken by the judicial system to compensate those defendants that have been 

falsely imprisoned?

S U G G E S T I O N S  F O R  F U R T H E R  R E S E A R C H

The delegates are encouraged to further research on subtopics including but not limited to:

• The Issues of Discrimination by Ethnicity in the Topic of Wrongful Imprisonment.

• False Imprisonment in Conflict Zones.

• Pressures that Force a Defendant to Confess to a Crime they did not Commit.

• Other Possible Reasons of False Imprisonment and how to Avoid them.
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S U M M A R Y

A drug policy is a policy set out by government authorities in order to control the use and trade of illicit 

drugs that may potentially cause harm to an economy (EMCDDA, n.d.). “Drug includes any substance or 

mixture of substances manufactured, sold or advertised for use in the diagnosis, treatment, mitigation 

or prevention of any disease disorder, abnormal physical state, or the symptoms thereof, in man or in 

animals” (Lambo, 2005).

Despite several treaties, conventions, and laws crafted and amended by the United Nations, the 

use, possession, transportation, and production of illicit drugs is increasing at an unhealthy rate. 

Furthermore, drug users, especially in the form of young adults, are increasing exponentially in today’s 

world. 

Moreover, a country’s economy suffers harm due to the increase in the use of illicit drugs as drugs 

ultimately disrupt the peaceful performance and the development of a society. The key areas of a 

society that are affected due to drug abuse are; health, public safety, crime, and productivity (INCB, 

2013). Additionally, drug abuse also violates the human rights since it affects one’s health both 

mentally and physically. 

A crucial issue that needs to be addressed is the shortage in treatment for drug abusers. This is due to 

the high cost of treatment and the inefficient use of resources that could have otherwise been provided 

for the treatment of drug abusers. Evidently, the policies at hand are not effective enough. Thus, the 

main aim in today’s day and age is to minimize the damage caused by the use of illicit drugs in a society. 

H I S T O R Y

The UN drug control conventions were created due to the increase in the use of opium in 1909. As 

a result of this increase in drug abuse, twelve counties agreed to meet up in Shanghai where the 

international opium commission decided to limit the use of opium to medical purposes only. The 

commission also decided to impose international controls on the trade of this drug. Consequently, the 

first International Opium Convention (The Hague, 1912) was created. The purpose of this treaty was 

not to prohibit the use of drugs, but rather to limit the free trade and export of these drugs. This meant 

that using or supplying these drugs was not necessarily considered illegal. Due to this, the treaty failed 
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Reviewing the International Drug Policy



D I S C O U R S E  O N  T H E  I S S U E

The international drug policy is a huge concern to look into as the range of drugs and drug makers 

are currently growing and spreading at its highest rate. For instance, cocaine and methamphetamine 

markets are branching outside their usual regions. Furthermore, online drug trading is causing as 

much problems as traditional trading as it can be done anonymously. Thus, similarly, drug trading 

online using the dark web is still ongoing at an increasing rate. However, it is only a fraction of drug 

smuggling as a whole. Moreover, the use of prescription drugs for non-medical purposes has reached 

troubling proportions in parts of the world. The rapid increase of illicit drug use violates the Charter of 

the United Nations since it is a crime that goes against international laws and the International Court 

of Justice (ICJ). Moreover, the number of people addicted to tramadol, a common brand of narcotic, is 

increasing in parts of Africa. In addition, the use of this opioid painkiller for non-medical reasoning is 

also vastly expanding in Asia under no international control (United Nations, 2018). Since this dilemma 

is impacting certain vulnerable populations, it raises severe concern on the already strained health-care 

systems.

Not only is the number of drugs and drug users increasing, drug treatments and health services are 

falling short as well. The amount of people going through drug use disorders who are receiving help is at 

a low rate of one to six (United Nations, 2018). Drug use engages a great threat to health, well-being, 

security, safety, and sustainable development. Therefore, the increasing demand for drug use requires 

urgent responses and resolutions. 

to eliminate drug abuse and was ineffective. This treaty was followed by the 1961 Single Convention 

on Narcotic Drugs. The purpose of this new treaty was to unify the universal system of drug control. 

Moreover, the new treaty strictly emphasized the use of narcotic drugs being limited to scientific and 

medical purposes only. Furthermore, the Convention on Psychotropic Substances of 1971 was created 

when the 1961 convention failed to ban all the newly discovered psychotropic. This new convention was 

created to control the international use of psychoactive drugs. It took into account several other types 

of drugs that are produced in this world and ensured that these drugs are solely used for medical and 

scientific purposes only. Still the trade of illicit drugs was growing rapidly. Hence, in 1988 the United 

Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances was formed. 

This Convention was far sterner than the previous treaties. It forced countries to impose criminal 



P A S T  I O  A C T I O N S  A N D  T H E  L AT E S T  D E V E L O P M E N T S

In order to efficiently tackle the increase in illicit supply and the demand for drugs, the international 

community has a role in addressing the challenges that countries in Asia and Africa are currently facing, 

in addition to the rapid increase in other parts of the world. The international community needs to 

invest time and effort into better understanding the cause of the problem in order to help the countries 

concerned to implement drug prevention, treatment, care as well as rehab services. Doing that will help 

in minimizing public health problems related to the use of prescription opioids such as tramadol for 

non-medical reasoning. It has been stated in the World Drug Report of 2018 that the flow of synthetic 

opioids packaged and then traded for non-medical purposes should be stopped as soon as possible. 

Additionally, it is important to note that treatments and care programs targeted for older drug users are 

very rare, where most treatment and care programs are made for younger users.

Moreover, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its goals state that: “there can be no 

sustainable development without peace and no peace without sustainable development”. Meaning 

that, the standards of peace, rule of law, human rights, development, and quality all come together 

and generate an inclusive structure. The fourth goal of the Agenda is to ensure complete and equal 

education and endorse lifelong learning opportunities for everyone and thus, drug abuse will hinder the 

process of achieving that goal. The UNODC has recently initiated actions in regard to the prevention 

of drug use, where it held an event on November of 2018 in New York to address Education for the 

Rule of Law (“News and Events”,2018). In this event, the Executive Director of the UNODC briefed 

international Member States, partners, and educators on the UNODC’s education for justice initiative. In 

an addition, the UNODC cooperated with the World Health Organization (WHO) in implementing the 

International Standards on Drug Use Prevention, which are international standards for drug use disorder 

treatment and guidelines regarding the treatment of people suffering from drug disorders. These are 

some of the most recent events and initiatives that the UNODC have set forth to better enhance the 

international drug use for a better and a brighter future for all nations.



S U G G E S T I O N S  F O R  F U R T H E R  R E S E A R C H

The delegates are encouraged to further research on subtopics including but not limited to:

• Human Rights in terms of Drug Abuse.

• The Effect of Drug Abuse on the Economy.

• Penalty and Severity of Punishments for the Use of Drugs.

• International Drug Trade and its Laws.

 Q U E S T I O N S  T H E  D I S C U S S I O N S  A N D  T H E  R E S O L U T I O N S  S H O U L D 

A D D R E S S

• Can new international laws be established regarding drug use to reduce drug related harm? 

• Why have the treaties, conventions, and laws failed to eliminate or reduce drug abuse?

• What are the alternatives to limit drug abuse in today’s world?

• How does the illicit use of drugs cause threat to the security along with the health care systems?
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